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speak, and try to live, the truth as I saw it, I had no right or desire
to embarrass them, and that my resignation as their candidate was
at their disposal. This was not, however, accepted, and at the
end of the war I stood for election for the third time at the election
in December 1918.
There was, of course, little chance of success, although my
position in the constituency had steadily improved. My opponents
deliberately appealed to the anger and the avarice of the electors
by threatening to 'hang the Kaiser,* and by financially squeezing
Germany 'until the pips squeaked'; whereas I sought to show that
not only could this not be done, but that, even if it were done, it
would be an economic disaster. I had not the least doubt that if
I had been willing to compete with the two capitalist candidates
in the low business of deceiving the electors, my chances of success
would have been enormously increased; but I would rather have
remained outside Parliament for ever than have won a seat on such
ignoble conditions.
My personal relations with the other candidates were, as usual,
excellent. One of them, Sir Charles Sykes, was a bluff and genial
Yorkshireman, with whom it would at any time be difficult to
quarrel; while Mr. Joseph Kay was a Tory cloth-manufacturer,
of a quiet and gentlemanly disposition, who had the respect of
every one who knew him. Sir Charles was notoriously a € coupon
candidate.' As a politician he did not carry heavy guns, but he
tried to prejudice my chances by saying that my natural revolu-
tionary voice had been carefully tuned down and tempered to the
moral requirements of a most respectable constituency. I was not,
he alleged, what I appeared to be, but a dangerous class-war
Socialist; but when I retorted that whatever my opinions might
be they were at least my own, whereas he resembled the * pup on a
poster* who listened obediently for 'his master's voice,' he did not
return to the attack. We afterwards had some very friendly chaff
concerning the incident.
The votes on this occasion were not counted until a fortnight
after the polling, owing to the necessity of enabling men absent
on military duty to record their votes by post. I knew, of course,
that we had again been defeated and, after the close of the poll, I
asked the Trades and Labour Council whether they thought it
worth their while to spend some three pounds to bring me
from London merely to be present at an adverse declaration.
The reply was immediate, unanimous, and characteristic of

